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CONFIDENTIAL BAMAKO 1678 

EO 11652: NGDS 
TAGS: AEMG 

SUBJ: RESETTLEMENT OF VIETNAMESE REFGUEES 

FOR AMBASSADOR L. DEAN BROWN 

REF: STATE 97854 

1. PRESIDENT MOUSSA TRAORE AND TOP MEMBERS UF RULING 
MILITARY COMMITEEE FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION WERE ABSENT 
FROM BAMAKO ON TOUR OF ARAB COUNTRIES. FOREIGN 
MINISTER IS ALSO ABSENT AS UNTIL YESTERDAY WAS SECRETERY 
GENERAL OF FOREIGN OFFICE BOUBACAR KANTE. IT WAS NOT 
UNTIL TODAY THEREFORE THAT I WAS ABLE TO FIND ANY 
APPROPRIATE AND RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL TO WHOM I COULD MAKE 
DEMARCHE REQUESTED REFTEL. 

2. 1 SAW SECRETARY GENERAL (AND AMBASSADOR DESIGNATE 
TO U.S. BOUBACAR KANTE THIS MORNING AND MADE ORAL 
DEMARCHE AS INSTRUCTED. KANTE SAID THAT MALIAN 
ATTITUDE TOWARD VIETNAM WAS WELL KNOWN AND HE WOULD 
NOT BOTHER TO REVIEW THE DETAILS. NEVERTHELESS, HE SAID, 

HE WOULD BRING OUR DEMARCHE TO THE ATTENTION OF THE GOM 
AND WOULD INFORM ME OF THEIR DECISION AS QUICKLY AS 
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POSSIBLE. HE ASKED IF I COULD GIVE HIM ANY DETAILS AS 
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TO THE REACTION OF OTHER AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS TO THIS 
REQUEST. 

3. COMMENT: I AM NOT SANGUINE ABOUT A POSITIVE RESPONSE 
FROM GOM. NONETHELESB IT WOULD BE HELPFUL AND I WOULD 
APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION ON RESPONSE OF OTHER 

FRANCOPHONE AFRICAN COUNTRIES THAT I CAN GIVE TO 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 

MCGUIRE 
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